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— and from them."

PRAYING FOR U.S. TROOPS
Stacy Chambars in a sophomors at Meridian High School, Sha likes drawing, being outdoors and reading, and is considsring &
caresr im art or peychology. Stacy's parsnits are Domna and Buddy Chambers and she has a youngsr brother. Hera's what she
said about her pencil skatch: ¥ chose to reprasent a young woman sanding letters and praying for the soldier to come homs
again ... The scldisr in the left-hand cornar represants the mean and women fighting for cur country. The little girl reprasents the
families of every soldier. She is praying for her dad, whe is a soldier. The kethars just represant all the letters sent to the sckdisrs

Dear Keon ...

This letfer was submitted by
LaKeia Kirksey, 12, @ seventh-grader
af Magnolia Middle School, LaKeig
i5 writing fo her consin, Keon, wha is

Natiora! Fregrd, He lives in

Enitma . country.

Hi, Keon, Thiz is vour cousin,
“Monac.” We miss vou a lol, even
though you are not in Irag vet. You
are doing a really nice thing by
a wmember of the Mississippd Army oing to a foreign country and

Eghting for the freedom of our

people

1 know that you dont want (o be
over there, but just remember the
at home are rosting you on,
One day, | know you will be home
soon. | just wanted fo let you know
we pray for you cvery day.

Lakein

Kirksey

MOVING THE MATERIEL
Lt. Reger Barajas of Meridian, right, s stationed at Camp Libsety, which was established arcund
Baghdad Intermational Airpoert. His job is to help move weapons and ammunition from the airport to
warehousss at Abu Ghraib and other forward operating bases. Ha is shown with Sanior Chief Patty
OHficar Terry Rvan, also of Maridian.

Greetings from Baghdad
from a fish out of water

Lt. Bager L. Barajas is assigned to the Naval
Techwical Training Cenker at ﬁ#mﬂ Air Station
Meridian. He received “TAD” orders — or orders
Jor femporary additional duty” — and Ieft
Meridian Nov. 21 for deployment e the
Multi-Nativnal Securify Transition Command in

w, Irag.

raaws Camp Liberty is an wnnswal sort of
commurity, buf @ compenaity nonefhelzss, where
a lef of the comforts of home exist in microcesm;
“The Hving conditions are wot whal I expected;
fhey are far better than § imagived.”

By Roger Barajas
spacial 1o The Star

Greefings from Irag! My name is Li, Boger
Barajaz, L3, Mawy, and 1 am currently
assigned to the Multi-MNatienal Secarity Tran-
sition Command,

Char mission 15 (o recruil, frain, swtfi and sgquip
the Irgi military and police forces so they will be
able fo properly defend themeelves and their it
izens against the insurgenis,

Eight now, [ am 'l.'url:'.irlg for the J4 (Logistics)
branch, and my job s (o fcilitate the mevement of
weapons and ammunition frem Baghdad Inter-
national Airport o our warehouses at Aba Ghraib
and other forward operating bases,

['m living ab Coamgs Liberty, which was estab-
lighed in the area surrounding the airport, It
serves as the home base for the LS, Army's 121
Cavalry Divizion oul of Ft. Hood, Texag, so Senior
Chief Petty (dficer Terry Evan (another Meridian
sailor whe is serving out here) and [are quite li-
erally fish oul of water on a base of 20,000 115,
Army soldiers.

The living condifions are nof whai [ expected;
they are fﬂ:idlu'lharl [ irmagrinesd,

Felloge, Brown and Roeot (KBE), one of the
major confraciors, has done an a Frboof pro-
viding comforiable acecommodations. Just about
evervone [ives in a tradler, twi (o a room, with air
conditioning and heaters. Hot water showers,
clean bathrooms and free laundry fcilities are
just i few short steps away,

And while it's ned as comiy as my place back in

*

I'm living at Camp Liberty ... It serves
as the home base for the U8, Army’s
Ist Cavalry Division, ... so Senior

Chief Petty Officer Terry Rvan
fanother Meridian sailor who is
serving out here) and I are quite

literally fish out of water on a base
af 20,000 U5, Army soldiers.

Meridian, it sure beats the small stateroom 1 lived
in on my last ship!

The Army and Air Force Exchange Service
(AAFES) has several Post Exchanges (FX's) on
the base where you can buy the latest music and
maovies, junk food, toiletrics and other assorted
items sales-fax free,

The dining facilities serve four meals a day
andl it's basically allayos-can-cat,

The Morale, Welfare, and Eecreation Depart-
ment operates 24-hour recreation centers where
soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines can go to
relax in their off<duty time, There are video game
lounges, computers for writing e-mail or chatting
online, telephone centers to call home and big
soreen televisions for watching ESPN via satelfite,

The weather so far hasn't been too bad. It's
wintertime here, too, 5o it's relatively cool during
the day and somewhat chilly af night.

Iromically, the most unwelcome part of lving in
a desert s the oocasional rain shower. Even a shight
drizzle turns the sand o mud and leads o a lob of
messy inconvenicncs, cepecially when the large
tanks and Humvees start tearing ap the road.

All'in all, life out here isn't too bad, The most
important thing on everyone's mind is completing
our mission and helping the Iragi people recover
from the years of oppression they suffered af the
hands of Saddam Hussein and the Baath Farty,

The seoner we do that, the sooner we'll all be
back home, sale and sound.

Read about Kristina
Makey's

Pen pals

in the Health and
Medical section.

A ‘caring and
sharing’ sergeant

Tlres “Biﬁgi phtts” story was spbaitted by Jokn and Hozel
Temple of E!-ﬁ'!-'- err son, Sgl. fonatlan 0" Temple is o
sergeant in the UL8, Army T.C 7 awnd kis wife, Eboni, kare ore
dawghter, fonad,

By Johiin and Hazel Temple
spartial Lo The Star

Jonathan C. Temple — or "J.C" — iz a
1988 graduate of Northeast Lauderdale High
School. He entered the military in July of
that year and was sent to South Caraling for
basic training.

He had never been away from home and,
at the age of 19, was sent off to Germany.
The next thing [ knew, he called home and
a3id, “I'm being deploved to the Persinn Gulf
for Operation Desert Shiell.”

[n Saudi Arabia, he served in Desert
Storm and wrote home about things that
were going on during the war — or at least the parts he was
allowed to talk abont.

[ tedd him i someone was Killed right beside you, and God was
not ready for you to go, then it's not your time. [ prayed for the
safe return of our anly son.

Jonathan §s presently stationed in South Korea,

He is a caring and sharing persen, willing to help others as
much as he can — sometimes even putting himself last. We love
and miss you. But, we're losking forward to seeing vou for a
visit sometime Later this year.

Temple



